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WhatWhat’’s in YOUR wallet?s in YOUR wallet?

And what does that say about your And what does that say about your 
communities?communities?



Community defined Community defined ……

Community is Community is ……



www.coveringcommunities.orgwww.coveringcommunities.org



Layers of civic life:Layers of civic life:

OfficialOfficial
QuasiQuasi--OfficialOfficial
Third PlacesThird Places
IncidentalIncidental
PrivatePrivate



The OFFICIAL layer:The OFFICIAL layer:

Designated as an official place and time to Designated as an official place and time to 
discuss issues.discuss issues.

Can be divisive, partisan.Can be divisive, partisan.

Already covered extensively. Already covered extensively. 

Examples?Examples?



The QUASIThe QUASI--OFFICIAL layer:OFFICIAL layer:

Highly organized citizen groups.Highly organized citizen groups.

Leadership identified; formal meetingsLeadership identified; formal meetings

Reporters welcome. Positive coverage Reporters welcome. Positive coverage 
preferred.preferred.

Examples?Examples?



THIRD PLACES:THIRD PLACES:

Comfortable public gathering places.Comfortable public gathering places.

No formal leader. No formal leader. 

People talk informally.  People talk informally.  

Reporters may enter under certain conditions. Reporters may enter under certain conditions. 

Examples?Examples?



INCIDENTAL:INCIDENTAL:

Random, everyday encounters between friends. Random, everyday encounters between friends. 

No gathering place.  No gathering place.  

People visit, gossip, chitPeople visit, gossip, chit--chat.chat.

Tough for reporters to cover.   Tough for reporters to cover.   

Examples?Examples?

..



PRIVATE:PRIVATE:

Inside your home. Inside your home. 

Talk centers on private life of household.Talk centers on private life of household.

Can be covered in human interest stories Can be covered in human interest stories 
BUT intervening layers missing. BUT intervening layers missing. 

Examples?Examples?



Finding third places:Finding third places:

Spend more time in this layer. Spend more time in this layer. 

This is where youThis is where you’’ll find stronger stories and ll find stronger stories and 
more  authentic sources.more  authentic sources.

This is where youThis is where you’’ll connect with your ll connect with your 
community.community.

What are some third places here at KU? What are some third places here at KU? 



Visiting third places:Visiting third places:

Take it slow. Take it slow. 

Spend some time just observing.Spend some time just observing.

Ask questions but donAsk questions but don’’t take out a camera, t take out a camera, 
notebook or a pen. notebook or a pen. 

Eventually, people will get used to seeing you. Eventually, people will get used to seeing you. 



Third Places: 
Charleston Gazette

Ruff CrowdRuff Crowd

What kind of stories might you find here?What kind of stories might you find here?

http://www.wvgazette.com/displayMedia.php?sid=200512028&mid=169


What if youWhat if you’’re shy?re shy?

Fifty-seven percent of reporters are 
introverts. 

Being shy can impact your coverage:
Positive
Negative



Tips:Tips:

Find a wingman.

Take your time.

Be prepared.

Consider the odds.

Jump.
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